
I-Authorization to Operate Department Vehicles

A. A CEMS qualified driver is required for response to and from calls.

B. Driver trainees, that have completed the driving skills section of their checklists, may operate vehicles in response to calls when under direct supervision of a CEMS qualified driver.

C. 
Members who are not qualified as drivers, but have a driver’s license and have acceptable driving records, may drive department vehicles for work details if authorized by an EMS officer.

II-Driver Qualification Program

All drivers must maintain a driving record acceptable to the Town and periodically re-qualify. 

A. 
To become qualified as a CEMS driver, a member must meet the following criteria: 

1. Be at least 21 years old

2. Have a valid NYS Drivers License

3. Have a driving record acceptable to the Town

4. Have completed the National Safety Council CEVO or DDC

5. Have successfully completed and qualified on checklist #1

6. Successfully complete the qualification tests for driver 

B. 
Driver trainees may operate units during calls, if a CEMS qualified driver is supervising them from the front passenger seat and they have completed the driving skills portion of their checklist.

C. 
The final driver’s road test may be administered by any of the department's driving instructors or a Shift Commander.

III-Minimum Crew Qualifications

The minimum crew qualifications for the response of either a rapid response vehicle or an ambulance is:

A. 
CEMS qualified driver and CEMS qualified EMT or;

B. 
CEMS qualified driver/EMT

C. 
A CEMS qualified driver may respond alone in a vehicle provided they will be meeting a CEMS qualified EMT/AEMT on the scene.

IV-Response Procedures

Calls are dispatched by MEDCOM in one of the following response/triage priorities:

A. Alpha, Bravo, Charlie, Delta, Echo or assist according to the MPDS

B. Bravo, Charlie, Delta and Echo responses shall be responded to as a

Priority-l  Lights and siren response

C. Alpha responses and assist calls shall be responded to as a Priority-2 , right away, but no lights, no siren.

V-Arrival Report/Upgrade/Downgrade

The first unit arriving on the scene shall provide a brief scene report and may upgrade, downgrade or continue the same response of other units enroute to the incident. For Priority 2 calls, if scene arrival will be delayed for more than 15 minutes due to traffic, weather, or system overload, the response may be upgraded to Priority 1 by either MEDCOM or an EMS Crew Leader.

VI-Transportation From Scene to Hospital

The response priority during transportation to the hospital will be determined by the EMT/AEMT in charge of patient care. 

VII-General Operation

Seat belts shall be worn by all personnel driving or riding in department vehicles. The only exception to the seat belt policy applies to personnel actively providing care in  the patient compartment of the ambulance. Occupant restraints have not yet been designed to allow for simultaneous patient care and occupant restraint. 

A. Speed Limits.  While NYS Law allows emergency vehicles to break the speed limit under emergency conditions, vehicle speed must be matched to road conditions and with due regard for the safety of others.

B.
Intersections.  During Priority-1 response, vehicles must be brought to a complete stop before attempting to proceed through an intersection against a red light, stop sign or railroad crossing.

All intersections must be crossed with great caution even when proceeding with the right-of-way.

When using a median, turning lane or oncoming lane to approach intersections, vehicles must come to a complete stop before proceeding through the intersection regardless of the traffic signal and then proceed with great caution. 

B. Backing Vehicles.  When backing vehicles, a "spotter" or "guide" shall be used to assist the driver whenever possible. The guide shall position him/herself behind the vehicle on the driver’s side then establish and maintain eye contact with the driver using the rear view mirror. Hand signals shall be used to back up and spot the driver. Secondary mirrors and camera devices shall also be use to prevent backing collisions.

C. School Bus.  A school bus displaying red flashing lights may not be passed under any response priority unless waived on by the bus driver.

VIII-If Involved in a Crash

A crash includes any time a vehicle makes contact with anything, even if no property damage is evident.

A.
Notify the communications center, call for appropriate back-up, the shift commander and CPD Traffic Safety.

B. 
Stabilize the scene.

C.
Provide medical care to any injured parties.

D. Do not make any statements or move the vehicles unless authorized by the police.

IX-V+T Violations

Any driver who is issued a citation for violation of the law is personally responsible for any fines, legal expenses and consequences arising from their breaking the law.

X-Use of EMS Vehicles

EMS vehicles shall only be used for official business and performing functions essential to operations. Generally, meal breaks should be limited to 45 minutes and shall not be taken in any establishment that is primarily a bar.  Whenever possible, food should be brought back to the station for consumption. 

XI-Vehicle Security

Vehicles shall not be left running and unattended unless in emergency operations. When it is necessary to leave a vehicle running and unattended, then the ignition bypass switch shall be used and keys taken by the driver. 
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